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C  I  T  Y  OF  ST.  A  L  B  A  lie 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OP  THE 

MEDICAL  OPPICER  OP  HEALTH 


AlTD 


CHISP  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1939 


To  the  Mayor  and  Corporation  of  the  City  of  St.  Alhan. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen 5 

The  Minister  of  Health  has  directed  that  in 
view  of  the  increasing  pressure  of  vi/ork  of  local  auth¬ 
orities  and  the  need  for  strict  economy  in  the  use  of 
paper  interim  reports  only  should  he  made  for  the  year 

1939. 


GEKERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  (acres)  55I29. 

Population  (at  Census  of  1931)  28,625. 

Estimated  Population  379500* 

Humher  of  inhabited  houses,  10,662. 

Humher  of  new  houses  erected,  311* 

Rateable  value,  £3759804. 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate,  £1,475* 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population  (1939)  18.I 
Death  rate  per  1,000  population  (1939)  11.8 
Deaths  under  one  year  per  1,000  Births  .  (1939)  4-0. 


MORTALITY  TABLE. 

Of  the  445  deaths  during  the  year  75  were  due  to 
Cancer  or  Malignant  Disease,  35  lo  Cerebral  Haemorrhage, 
117  to  Heart  Disease,  48  to  Other  Circulatory  Diseases, 

22  to  Bronchitis,  38  to  Pneumonia  and  20  to  Tuberculosis. 

Infant  Mortality. 

Of  the  27  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  11  were 
due  to  Premature  Birth. 


HOTIEMiBLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 
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HOSPITALS.  HURSIIIG  hRRABGEIIBHTS  etc. 

General  Hospital  -  St.  AlUans  &  Mid  Herts, 

Church  Crescent, 

Infectious  Diseases  -  Sisters  Joint  Hospital, 

Union  Lane, 

Puhlic  Assistance  Institution  &  Infirmary  -  Oster  House, 

Union  Lane. 

St.  Allans  District  Hursing  Association  -  29  Beaconsfield 

Road , 

Last  year  l86  Maternity  cases  v/ere  nursed  to  v/hich 
3,289  visits  were  paid  and  761  General  cases  to  v^hich 
13 >819  visits  v/ere  paid,  661  .^nti-natal  visits  were 
also  paid. 

School  Medical . Services  -  Wellington  Court. 

65  Home  visits  to  children  were  carried  out|  I88 
to  Schools  and  358  to  Parents,  I70  Minor  jiiilments 
received  attention  and  7>502  children  were  inspected 
for  Medical  and  Dental  defects  and  Cleanliness, 

There  were  1,622  attendances  at  the  School  Dental 
Clinic  when  879  defects  were  remedied. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic  -  \/ellington  Court. 

The  numher^  at  the  Centre  in  1939  were  as  follows j- 

ITumher  on  Register 
Expectant  mothers,  278. 

Children  (under  5)9  919* 

Uumher  of  attendances; - 

Expectant  mothers  ( consultation  with  doctor),  995* 

Children  seen  By  doctor,  80I , 

Attendances,  59858. 

Average  weekly  attendance  of  93  children, 

Humber  of  deaths  among  these  children,  1, 

Humber  of  children  v/ho  have  been  referred  to  the  Ortho¬ 
paedic  Clinic,  79. 

20  mothers  and  58  children  were  referred  to  the  Dental 
Clinic. 
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IITSPBCTIOITS.  DISnTEECTIONS  etc. 


Ins ject ions . 


1>193  inspections  were  made  of  dwelling  houses  and 
a  total  of  4,921  visits  were  paid  to  factories,  common 
lodging  houses,  food  preparing  premises  etc„  In  conn¬ 
ection  with  these  visits  2,615  defects  were  remedied. 

Disinfection  and  Disinfestation. 

^  Disinfection  v/as  carried  out  in  connection  with  II8 

cases  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  and  45  in  conn- 
,  ection  with  Tuberculosis  and  Cancer. 

24  complaints  of  bed-bug  infestation  were  received 
and  disinfestation  was  carried  out. 

Public  Cleansing. 

415  cesspools  received  attention  and  at  appr-oximately 
120  houses  pail  closets  were  emptied  twice  v/eekly. 


HOUSIITG. 

Total  number  of  dv^elling  houses  inspected  for  ^ 

housing  defects  (under  the  Public  Health  or  ;  * 

Housing  Acts)  .  .  ‘ .  .....  3  .  '1,193 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 

unfit  for  human  habitation  ...........  nil. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  previous  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  ................  898 


Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service 

of  formal  Notices; - 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  officers  ........  890 


Land  had  been  purchased  by  the  Corporation  for  the 
er  ection  of  300  houses  and  immediately  prior  to  the  out¬ 
break  of  hostilities  sanction  had  been  received  for  the 
er  'ection  of  the  first  100  houses  in  connection  with  slum 
clearance  and  general  housing  requirements.  Unfortunately, 
however,  owing  to  the  v/ar  it  has  not  been  possible  to 
proceed  with  this  scheme. 

GOVERNHiE'NT  EVACUATION  SCHEI;EB. 

Reception  of  evacuees  under  the  Government’s  Evac¬ 
uation  Scheme  commenced  on  Friday,  September  1st.  The 
number  of  evacuees  expected  in  the  City  v;as  99  375 


3. 


actually  the  numbers  received  hy  rail  were  as  follows:- 


1st  day 
2nd  day 
3rd  day 
4th  day 


__,5Z 

3,77? 


In  addition  to  the  above,  acconiiiodat ion  had  to  he 
found  for  nearly  15^  immediately  expectant  mothers  arr¬ 
iving  hy  road  and  for  nearly  1,000  medical  staffs  from 
London  Hospitals. 


INSPECT  I  OH  &  SUPLRVISIOIT  OiF  POOD 


Premises . 


Regular  inspections  were  made  of  food  preparing 
premises,  including  bakehouses,  restuarant  kitchens, 
slaughterhouses  and  butchers  shops,  fish  shops,  grocery 
and  provision  shops,  dairies  etc.  These  v;ere  found  to 
be  in  a  cleanly  condition.  « 

Examination  of  Food  &  Drugs. 

106  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst _ 
for  analysis  including  5^  samples  of  milk.  ihe  Public 
Analyst  reported  that  all  the  samples  were  genuine  with 
the  exception  of  3  milk  samples.  Legal  proceedings 
were  instituted  against  the  Vendors  of  these  samples 
ljut  the  summonses  were  dismissed. 

Milk  &  Dairies  (Special  Designations)  Order  1936. 

l6  samples  of  ’Tuberculin  Tested’,  15  ’Accredited 
and  4  of  ’Pasteurised’  milk  were  submitted  for  bacteriol¬ 
ogical  examination  and  all  but  three  complied  with  the 
requirements  of  the  Regulations. 

Meat  Inspection. 

Mr.  George  Elmes,  E.R.C.V.S.,  the  Council’s  Vet¬ 
erinary  Inspector  reports  that  up  to  the  outbreak  of 
hostilities  slaughterhouses  were  regularly  visited 
and  the  approximate  weight  of  meat  condemned  was  3  s  ones^ 


V/e  are, 

Your  obedient  servants,. 


RICHARD  PATCH,  M.B,,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
R.  E.  C.  GODDARD,  M.S.I.A,, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


4. 


